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Uist Unearthed – developing digital heritage tourism

• Challenges, opportunities and audiences 

• Uist unearthed – how does it work? 

• Feedback and project impact

• Next steps 



Challenges and  opportunities 



Opportunity – internationally significant archaeology



Opportunity - amazing research 
resources
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Challenges – Heritage interpretation  & maintenance

Cladh Hallan, South Uist 

Dun Torquil, North Uist 



Challenges - Fragile landscapes 

Eroding  prehistoric midden, Baile Sear



Challenges - invisible heritage 



• Rich archaeological 
landscapes 

• Incredible preservation 

• Buried remains

• Sense of discovery 
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Challenges  >  Opportunities  



Mobile app: Uist Unearthed. AR 
reconstructions of five key 
archaeological sites along the 
Hebridean Way in Uist and 
Benbecula

Multi-media exhibition: 
Interactive screens, printed 3D 
objects, VR headsets, interactive 
games. 





Cladh Hallan, South Uist







Multimedia app content



Gàidhlig

All app content bilingual

Additional bespoke content







Feedback and project Impact



* now over 5300

*

5369



“works superbly, brings it to life, our 9 + 11 year-old children enjoyed it!

“it is fun and innovative and interesting and well put 
together….and it leaves no trace”

“after we finished the app, we played around the site pretending to be the inhabitants of the 

roundhouses – it prompted imaginative play”

“The best bit was the immersive nature of the AR experience”





Wider impacts for tourism 

81% said they’d visit another 
archaeological site

Users spending average 45 
minutes on the app 

>15k hits on local businesses via 
app 

37% estimated that they had 
spent between £10-£50 



Press coverage 



Targeting 
heritage and 
archaeology 
interest 
groups



Promoting Uist’s archaeology 

90% of users learnt something new about 
Uist’s archaeology

40% said they’d learned something about 
Gaelic language and culture 

88% recommended using the app or 
visiting the exhibtion to others



Wider recognition  



What next? 

BARRA 
UNEARTHED  

HARRIS 
UNEARTHED 





@UistUnearthed

@UHI_OHARCH

emily.gal@uhi.ac.uk
rebecca.rennell@uhi.ac.uk
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